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Mandu by force. After a good deal of correspondence bet-
ween Nizamu'1-Mulk and Marhamat Khan, the latter agreed
to quit the fort. Muhammad Ghiyas Khan played an im-
portant role in effecting this arrangement and in per-
suading Marhamat Khan to join the personal service of
Nizamu'l-Mulk. The latter, being in great need of capable
men, welcomed him in his service. Marhamat Khan also
thought that Nizamu'l-Mulk was the only man who could
save him from the fury of the Amiru'l-Umara.1

A few days after Khwajam Quli Khan took charge of the
fortress, Nizamu'1-Mulk was informed that Jagrup Singh,
brother of Jairup Singh, Zemindar of Amjada division in
the Sarkar of Mandu, had killed his brother who was a
faithful ally of the Mughal Government and served as a
barrier in the way of the Marathas crossing the Narbada.
His son Lai Singh, a young man of tender years, came to
Nizamu'l-Mulk, and asked for justice. Muhammad Ghiyas
Khan was forthwith directed to march against Jagrup Singh
who had, in the meantime, forcibly appropriated all the pro-
perty and effects of his brother. A few days later Nizamu'l-
Mulk himself reached the spot "quick as a falcon", and
did not even allow him time to take to flight.2

Nizamu'1-Mulk, soon afterwards, employed Marhamat
Khan to expel Jai Chand, son of Chatrasal Bundela, who
had seized the Mughal fortress of Ramagarh in the vicinity
of Sironj and Bhilsa. Marhamat Khan invested the fortress
with his Afghan and Ruhela soldiers and succeeded in cap-
turing it. In view of this service, Nizamu'l-Mulk wrote to
the Amirul-Umara as well as to the Prime Minister, to
grant pardon to Marhamat Khan and reinstate him in his
former office. Instead of appreciating his services and grant-
ing him pardon, however, the two brothers gave an alto-
gether false interpretation to this letter and took it as a
challenge to their authority.3

Meanwhile, Nizamu'l-Mulk had received warning by
secret letters from Muhammad Amin Khan, who wrote to
him repeatedly, that the Sayyid brothers entertained evil
designs against him and that, after quelling the rebellion of
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